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From the Hartford Times. 
LITERARY CURIOSITY. 


A manuscript copy of the following letter was placed 
in our hands by a friend, who found it among the mis- 
cellaneous contents of a sack of paper rags, collected 
by a pedlar in the southern states. The style of its 
penmanship is antique, but elegant. ‘Ihe letter itself 
is distinguished by uncommon eloquence and powers of 
persuasion. It appears to have been written by the 
Rey. Jacos Ducue, a minister of the Episcopal church, 
and fora-hort time chaplain to the first Continental 
Congress, and it is addressed to ‘His Excellency, Gen. 
Wasuixcrox.”—It is probable this letter has been pub- 
lished before, but we have no recollection of it; and, 
thinking it cannot fail to interest our readers, and iin 
press them, as it has us, with a still more exalted vene- 
ration fora man who rose superior to the discourage- 
ments of circumstances, and the reduction of false 
friends, we lay it before them. 


Philadelphia, Oc’. 8th, 1777. 
Sin—If this letter should happen to find you in coun- 





PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 11, 1832. NO. 215, 





| great reason to apprehend, A very few days after the 
| fatal declaration of independency, I received a letter 
from Mr. Hancock, sent by express to Germantown, 
| where my family were for the summer season, acquaint- 
| ing me that I was appointed Chaplain t® the Con 
+ and desired t : ? . — 
| and desired to attend at nine o’clock the next morning. 
| Surprised and distressed by an event I was not prepared 
| to expect, obliged to give an immediate answer without 
|an opportunity of consulting my friends, T rashly ac- 
| cepted the appointment. I could have but one motive 
for taking this step. I thought the Churches in danger, 


{ . ; 
; and hoped by this means to be instrumental in prevent- 


| ing those evils, I had so much cause to apprehend. f 
| can, however, with truth declare, that I then looked up- 
| on Independency rather as an expedient, and an hazard- 
,ous one indeed, thrown out in VTerrorem, in order to 
procure some favorable terms, than as a measure that 
was seriously to be persisted in at allevents. My sud- 
den change of conduct will clearly evince. this to have 
been my idea of the matter Upon the-return of the 
committee of Congress, appointed to confer with Lord 
Howe, I soon discovered their real intentions. The difz 


| ferent accounts, which each member gave of his cun- 


cil, orin the field, before you read another sentence, I | ference,. the time they took to make up the matter for 


beg you to take the first opportunity of retiring, and | the public view; and the amazing disagreement between 
weighing well its important contents. (the newspaper account, and the relation I myself had 

Youare perfectly acquainted with the part I have ta- | from the mouth of one of the committee eeted d 
ken in the present unhappy contest. I was indeed | me, that there must have been some unfair and un se 
among the first to bear my public testimony against | nerous procedure. The determination to treat ae 


having any recourse to threats, or even an armed oppo- 
sition. But the torrent soon became too strong for my 
feeble efforts to resist. I wished to follow my country- 
men as far only as virtue, and the righteousness of their 
cause would permit me. 1 was however prevailed up- 
on among the rest of my clergical brethren, to gratify 
the pressing desire of my fellow citizens, by preaching 
a sermon to one of the city battallions. I was pressed 
to publish this sermon, and reluctantly consented. From 
a personal attachment of near twenty years’ standing, 
and a high respect for your character in private as well 
as public life,.1 took the liberty of dedicating it to you. 
1 received your thanks for my performance, in a letter, 
wherein you expressed in the most delicate and obliging 
terms your regard for me, and -your wishes for a conti- 
nuance of my friendship and approbation of your con- 
duct. Farther than this Lintended not to proceed My 
sermons peaks for itself, and utterly discla:ms the idea of 
Independency. My sentiments were well Known to my 
friends; 1 communicated them without reserve to many 
respectable Members of Congress, who expressed a warm 
approbation of them. I persisted in using the public 
Prayers for my Sovereign, and the royal family, to the 
very last moment, though threatened with insults from 
the violence of a party. On the declaration of Inde- 
pendency, I called my vestry and solemnly put the 
question to them, whether they thought it best for the 
peace and weliare of the congregations, to shut up the 
churches, or to continue the service, without using the 
petitions for the royal family. This was the sad alterna- 
tive. I concluded to abide by their decision, as I could 
not have time to consult my spiritual superior in Eng- 
land. They deemed it most expedient, under such 
critical circumstances, to keep open the churches, that 
the congregations might not be dispersed, which we had 
Vox. IX. 11 


| other ground than that of Independency, which put it 
| out of his Lordship’s power to mention any terms at all 
| Was a sufficient proof to me, that Independency was the 
fee ae oe long wished to set up, and that, 
| rather than sacrifice this, they would de i 
oy aaloes. » they would deluge their coun- 
| From the moment I determined upon my resignati 
—and, in the beginning of Oktober, 1776, sexe itm 
| form to Mr Hancock, after having officiated only two 
months and three weeks, and from that time, as far as 
| my safety would permit, I have been uniformly Oppo- 
sed to all their measures. ‘This circumstantial account 
| of my conduct I thought due to the friendship you 
were so obliging as to express for me, and I hope will be 
| sufficient to justify any seeming inconsistencies in the 
part Ihave acted And now, my dear sir, suffer me 
in the language of truth and real affection, to address 
|myself to you. All the world must be convinced, that 
|you .engaged in the service of your country, from 
| Motives perfectly disinterested. You risked every thing’ 
| that was dear to you. You abandoned all those sweets 
of domestic life, of which your affluent fortune gave you 
an uninterrupted enjoyment. But had you, could you 
have had the least idea of matters being carried to such 
a dangerous extremity, as they are now? Your most 
intimate friends at that time, shuddered at the thought 
of a separation from the mother country; and I took it 
for granted, that your sentiments coinc:ded with theirs. 
What have been the consequences of this rash and vio- 
lent measure? A degeneracy of representation, con- 
fusion of councils, blunders without number. The - 
most respectable characters have withdrawn themselves 
and are succeeded by a great majority of illiberal and 
violent men Take an impartial view of the present 
congress. What can youexpect from them? Your 
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feelings must be greatly hurt by the representation | cy. He gave nie hisreasons. “ Independency, said 
from your native province. | he, can never be supported, unless France should de- 

You have no longer a Randolph, a Bland, or a Brax- clare war against England. I well know the state of 
ton.—Men, whose names will be ever revered, whose | her finances. Years to come will not put them in a 
demands never rose above the first grounds on which | situation to venture upon a breach with England. At 
they set out, and whose truly generous and virtuous sen- | this moment, there are two parties in the Court of Ver- 
timents, I have frequently heard with rapture from their | sailles, one enlisted under the Duke of Choiseul, the 
own lips. O, my dear sir, what a sad contrast! Characters | other under Count Maurepas. Choiseul has no chance 
now present themselves, whose minds can never mingle , of succeeding—he is violent for war. Maurepas must 
with your own. Your Harrison alone remains, and he, | get the better—he is for economy and peace.” This 
disgusted with his unworthy associate. As to those of) was his information, which 1 mentioned to several mem- 
my Own province, some of them are so obscure, that} bers of Céngress. They treated it as a fable; depend- 
their very names have not met my ¢ars before, and | ing entirely on the intelligence from Dr. Franklin. 


others have only been distinguished for the weakness of | The truth of the matteris this: Dr. Franklin built upon 





their understandings, and the violence of their tempers. | the success of Cho scul. Upon his arrival in France, 


One alone I except from the general charge, a man of 
virtue, dragged poitiaatie into their measures, and re- 
strained by some false ideas of honor from retracting, 
after having gone too far. You cannot be at a loss to | 
discover whose name answers to this character. From 
the New England provinces can you find one, that as a 
gentlemen, you could wish to associate with, unlessthe 
soft and mild address of Mr. Hancock can atone for the 
want of every other qualification, necessary for the sta- 
tion he fills’ Bankrupts, attorneys, and men of desper- | 
ate fortune, are his colleagues. Ma'yland no longer 
sendsa Tilghman, and a protestant Carroll. Carolina 
has lost her Lynch, and the elder Middleton has retired. 

Are the dregs of a congress then still to influence a 
mind like yours? These are not the men, whom you 
engaged to serve. These are not the men, whom 
America has_chosen to represent her now. Most of 
them elected by a little low faction, and the few gentle- 
men that are among them, now well known to be upon 
the balance, and looking up to your hand alone to re- 
move the beam. It is you, sir, and you alone, that sup- 
port the present congress. Of this you must be fully 
sensible. Long before they left Philadelphia, their dig- 
nity and consequence was gone. What must they be 
now since their precipitate retreat? I write with free 
dom, but without invective. I know those things to be 
true; andI write to one whose own observation must 
have convinced him that they are so. 

After this view of congress, turnto your army. All 
the world knows that its very existence depends upon 
you; that your death, or captivity disperses it in a mo- 
ment, and that there is not a man on that side of the | 

uestion in America, capable of succeeding you. As to 
the army itself, what have you to expect from them? 
Have they not frequently abangoned even yourself in 
the hour of extremity? Have you, can you have the 
least confidence in the sect of undisciplined men and 
officers, many of whom have been taken from the low- 
est of the people, without principle, without courage? 
Take away those that surround your person, and how 
very few are there, that you can ask to sit at your table? 
Turn to your little Navy. Of that little, what is left? 
Of the Delaware fleet, part are taken, the rest must 
soon surrender. Of those in the other provinces, some | 
are taken, one or two at sea, and the others lying un- 
manned and unrigged in their harbours. 

And now, where are your resources? Oh, my dear sir! 
how sidly have you beenabused by a faction void of truth | 
and void of tenderness to you and your country? ‘They 
have amused you with the hopes of a declaration of war 
on the part.of France. Believe me, from the best autho- 
ritv, it was a fiction from the first. Early in the year 
1776, a French gentleman was introduced to me, with 
whom I became intimately acquainted. His business 
to all appearance, was to speculate in the mercantile 
way. But I believe it will be known, that in his own 
country, he moved ina higher sphere. He saw your 
camp. He became acquainted with all your military 
prep rations. He was introduced to congress, and en- | 
gaged with them in a commercial contract. In the course 
of our intimacy he has frequently told me, that he ho- 
ped the Americans would never think of Independen- 





| 
| 


he found him out of place, his councils reprobated, and 
his party dwindled to an insignificant faction. This 
you may depend upon to be the true state of the court 
of France. And further, by a vast number of letters, 


found on board prizes taken by the King’s ships, it ap- 
P y § p P 


pears, that all commerce with the merchants of France, 
through whom alone the supplies have been conveyed, 
will soon be at an end, the letters being full of com- 
plaints of no remittances from America, and many indi- 
viduals having suffered greatly on that account. 

From your friends in England, you have nothing to 
expect; their numbers have diminished to a cypher; 
the spirit of the whole nation is in full activity against 
you. <A few sounding names among the nobility, 
though perpetually wrung in your ears, are said to be 
without charactér, without influence. Disappointed 
ambition, I am told, has made them desperate; and that 
they only wish to make the deluded Americans, instru- 
ments of their revenge. All orders and ranks of men 
in Great Britain are now unanimous, and determined to 
risk their allin the contest. ‘lrade and manufactures 
are found to flourish, and new channels are continually 
opening, that will perhaps more than supply the loss of 
the old. 

In a word, your harbours are blocked up, your cities 
fall one after another; fortress after fortress, battle after 
battle is lost. A British army, after having passed al- 
most unmolested through a vast extent ofcountry, have 
possessed themselves. with ease of the capital of Ame- 
rica. How unequal the contest was! How fruitless the 
expense of blood. 

Under so many discouraging circumstances, can vir- 
tue, can honor, can the love of your country, prompt 
you to persevere? Humanity itself (and sure I am, hu- 
manity is no stranger to your breast) calls upon you to 
desist. Your army must perish for want of common ne- 
cessaries, or thousands of innocent families must perish 
to support them. Wherever they encamp, the coun- 
try must be impoverished. Wherever they march, the 
troops of Britain will pursue, and must complete the 
devastation, which America herself had begun. 

Perhaps it may be said, that it is ‘‘better to die, than 
to beaslave.” This indeed is a splendid m:x m in theo- 
ry, and, perhaps, in some instances, may be found expe- 
rimentally true. But where there is the least proba- 
bility of an happy accommodation, surely wisdom and 
iyamanity call for some sacrifices to be made to prevent 
inevitable destruction. You well know there is but one 
invincible bar to such an accommodation. Could this 
be removed, other obstacles might readily be overcome, 
’ lis to you, and youalone, your bleeding country looks, 
and calls aloud for this sacrifice. Your arm alone has 
sufficient strength to remove this bar. May heaven in- 
spire yoti with the glorious resolution of exerting this 
strength at so interesting a crisis, and thus immortalizing 
yourself as the friend and guardian of your country. 
’ Your penetrating eye needs not more explicit lan- 

age to discern my meaning. With that prudence and 
delicacy, therefore, of which Iknow you to be possessed, 
represent to congress the indispensable necessity of re- 
scinding the hasty and ill-advised declaration of Inde- 
pendency. Recommend, and you haye an undoubted 
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right to recommend, an immediate cessation of hostili- 





With the most ardent prayers for your spiritual as well 


ties. Let the controversy be taken up, where that de- | as temporal welfare, lam, sir your sincere friend and 


claration left it, and where Lord Howe certainly ex- | obedient seivant, 


pected to have found it. Let men of clear and impar- 
tial characters, in or out of congress, gentlemen liberal 
in their sentiments, heretofore independent in their for- 
tunes, and some such are surely to be found in Ameri- 
ca, be appointed to confer with his majesty’s commis- 
sioners. Let them, if they please, prepare some well 
digested, constitutional plan, to lay before them, as the 
commencement of a negotiation When they have 
gone thus far, I am confident that the most happy con- 
sequences will ensue. Unanimity will immediately 
take place through the different provinces. Thou- 
sands, that are now ardently wishing and praying for 


JACOB DUCHE, 
To his Excellency, 
Gen. WaSHINGTON. 


THE LATE STEPHEN GIRARD, ESQ. 


Departed this life, at Philadelphia, on Monday the 
26th of December, 1831, in the 82d year of his age, 
StErasn Girarp, Esq., a citizen more extensively 
known throughout the United States, perhaps, than 
any other individual who has not appeared on the po- 

‘litical theatre. It is not our design to write a b'ography of 


such a measure, will step forth and declare themselves | this extraordinary man, or to pro ouncean eulog um ur- 
the zealous advocates of constitutional liberty, and mil- | on his merits. It is sufficient for us to say, that he 
lions will bless the hero, that’ left the field of war, to | held a high place in the esteem of the inhabitants of 
decide this most important contest with the weapons of |} Philadelphia—that he was charitable and humane, tem- 


wisdom and humanity. 


perate in his habits, rigid in his economy, just and up- 


O sir! let no false ideas of worldly honor deter you | right in his dealings, and devoted to industrious pursuits 
from engaging in so glorious a task. Whatevercen- | with a perseverance and an intelligence seldom equal- 


sure may be thrown out by mean and illiberal minds, 
your character will rise in the estimation of the virtuous 
and noble. It will appear with lustre in the annals of 
history, and form a glorious contrast to that of those 
who have fought to obtain conquest and gratify their 
own ambition, by the destruction of their own species, 
and the ruin of their country. 

Be assured, that I write not this under the eye of any 
British officer, or any person connected with the British 
army or ministry. The sentiments I have expressed 
are the real sentiments of my heart, such as I have long 
held, and which I should have made known to you by 
letter before, had I not fully expected an opportunity 
of a private conference. When you passed through 
Philadelphia, on your way to Wilmington, I was con- 
fined by a severe fit of the gravel to my chamber. I 
have since continued so much indisposed, and times 
have been so very distressing, that I had neither spirits to 
write aletter, nor opportunity to convey it when written. 
Nor doI yet know by what means [ shall get these 
sheets to your hands. I would fain hope that I have 
said nothing by which your delicacy can be in the least 
hurt. If 1 have, it has, I assure you, been without the 
least intention, and therefore your candor will lead you 
to forgive me. But what I have said is partly from my 
own knowledge, and partly from the information of 
some respectable members of the former, and some of 
the best officers of the latter. I would not offend the 
meanest person upon earth. What I say to you, I say 
in confidence, to answer what I-cannot but deem a 
a most valuable purpose’ I love. my country, I love 
you. But to the love of truth, the love of peace, and 
the love of my God, I hope I shall be enabled, if called 
to the trial, to sacrifice every other inferior love. 

If the arguments made use of in this letter, should 
have so much influence, as to engage you to the glori- 
ous work I have so warmly recommended, I shall ever 
deem my success as the highest temporal favor, that 
providence could grantme. Your interposition and ad- 
vice I amconfident, will meet with a favorable reception, 
from the authority under which you act. If it should 


led. Itis particularly in reference to his successful ac- 
cumulation of property, by his commercial and banking 
operations, that we propose to speak of him; and in this 
particular he stands altogether unrivalled, having no 
equal, in point of wealth, in the Western Hemisphere, 
Mr. Girard was a native of Bourdeaux, but came to 
this country above fifty years ago. He commenced 
mercantile business in Pliladelphia with a very small 
capital, which he had saved from his earnings as a mag- 
ter of a vessel. His habits of living were the most eco- 
nomical; and by the time the period had arrived, at 
which our neutral position gave the shipping of the Uni- 
ted States superioradvantages in commerce, he had ac- 
cumulated asufficiency to enable him to enter the field as. 
ashipowner. Taking advantage, then, ofthe occasion 
thus presented, he adopted the principles of good faith 
in his navigating operations, acted most truly the part of 
a neutral, and to avoid incurring the risks which attach- 
ed in those belligerent days, to vessels suspected of co- 
vering enemies’ property under the American flag, re- 
| fused to carry on board his ships property belonging to 
any body but himself. The rigid observance of this rule, 
acquired for him a high reputation amongst the officers of 
the British navy; and it was arare thing for a vessel be- 
longing to Mr. Girard to be detained on the high seas. 
Whilst other merchants were interrupted in their voy- 
ages, and had their vessels captured, sent in for adjudi- 
cation, and sometimes condemned. rightfully or wrong- 
fully—the ships of Mr. Girard sailed unmolested. He 
was not even in the habit of making insurance on his 
vessels and cargoes; and so great was his good fortune 
in this particular, that he very seldom, in his long ca- 
reer, lost a vessel. 

Soon after ‘he expiration of the Charter of the old 
Bank of the United States, in 1811, Mr. Girard pur- 
chased their Banking-house in Third street, and com- 
menced the operations of a Banker. The capital which 
he placed in his banking establishment was understood 

}t2 have been $1,200,000, which he not long afterwards 
vested in the hands of trustees, in order that, in case of 
his decease, no interruption should take place in the 


not, you have one infallible resource still left—negotiate | fulfilment of his engagements as a banker, and that no 
for America at the head of your army. | derangement in the affairs of the commercial community 

After all, it may appear presumption in an individual | should result from a sudden withdrawal of his capital. 
to address himself to you upon a subject of such mag- | The management of the bank was, however, reserved 
nitude, or to say what measures should best secure the | to himself; and, from its first formation to the period of 
interest and welfare of a whole continent. The favor- | his last illness, the discounts were entirely regulated by 
able and friendly opinion you"have always expressed of | himself and his cashier. Of this capital, and of its accu- 
me emboldened me to undertake it; and (which has | mulations, it is ; understood that not more than 
greatly added to the weight of the motive) I have been | $300,000 have ever been withdrawn from the institu- 
strongly impressed with a sense of duty upon this occa- | tion, and that at a late period; and when we state the, 
sion, which left my conscience uneasy, and my heart af- | fact, derived from a respectable source, that the total 
flicted, till I had fully discharged it: Iam no enthusi- | capital at this time is but $4,000,000, it will show that 
ast. ‘Ihe case is new and singularto me. I could not | Mr. Girard’s banking operations were always conducted 
enjoy a moment’s peace till the letter was written, within safe and prudent limits; for it is not known that 
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he experienced many ‘heavy losses. At compound in- _ bargains—took care of his six-pences, knowing that the 
terest of eight per cent. money doubles in nine yearsand _ pounds woukd take care of themselves—and would, per- 
two days; and as Mr. Girard commenced his bank in | haps, hola out fur the change of a cent, as long as any 
March, 1812, his capital should have been more than | poor man living. ‘this was the result of his habits of 
quadrupled, had his income, clear of expenses, been | early life, and was, in fact, a part of that system and 


equal to eight per cent. per annum. | method which he uniformly displayed, and which con- 


But it must not be passed by, in noticing the transac- | ae os = ee - freed me _ ae 
tions of this first private banker in the United States, as : ae wa me Sal m wie, od j c 2 hi if 
well in regard to time as to extent of capital, that \r. | °CCUmulate property for any good it could do himse 


} 
} 


Girard was a sound theorist upon questions of banking. | = resembled om — of pi Pepe 
Hle understood the matter instinctively. He knew that ee 5 th large esti.te hi » if on he ~— 
banks were only serviceable to a community, by ena- ——, oon . - etn —_ oie f;: f ; se. vat 
bling persons possessing capitals to anticipate them by | et eee we nell aoe cen Senet “akech we 

tting their bills receivable discounted, and not by | ° a oe ” a oe ren ? a 
ending capitals; and, hence, he set his face, from the oe — wy, Sr eae r adie oa , 
commencement, against lending money upon perma- | “6 MVE? tragndh eg terd ing gated ior, a rebahannngngss +4 





nent accommodation notes, and confined himself so ex- | a eee coe een ny wee 
aera omens — f oth —- was of- | of his house was of the Slainedt sort. In personal ap- 
erin = a ce ae lea waibnadion tenia pearance, he was as plain as the plainest citizen; and so 
payients, which commenced in August, 1814, and | gmrely free was he from all pride of purse tht he 
continued to January, 1817, Mr. Girard foresaw that | eigh ¢ millions . 
the public might not have the same spirit of forbearance | “5. a 
7 + ys S i c to every bod 

towards a private individual banker, as they would to- | cnaracterizing Mr. Gard, has induoed some pereons to 
Ww a corporation, and he accordingly took legal ad- . , : . . 
vise on the sthject, which led him to withdsew his | evtrtain very erroneous views of the influence of hi 
notes, and to make loans and accept deposits payable You would hear people say, “It is a pity that Mr. Gi- 
only im the notes of the incorporated banks. Had he rard does not make a better use of his money—he ought 
not done this, the probability is, that all who had claims | on Mien “- 2 sen seal heen nine eeenlaen. 
ea om - ~ pen of deposits, would have drawn caen iecteieinn and herons casle It oan 
-~ Ger mets in oe ant ne wonld not only have | certain that Mr Girard contributed very little to the 
been _— om in {met stg _ the amount of his | support of livery servants, footmen, coachmen, pastry 

; av > > : ’ * , e 
25 0g rae bin eee ae oaks oe oe x | cooks, French restaurateurs, ice-cream makers, dancing 

i i , i = " ‘pdr 

other money than the depreciated paper of the incorpo- | een ahiatkaaaie Se es ie 
rated banks. : we P 9 | ’ . 5 


: : : . Z hisincome was not, on that account, less unexpended. 
During the whole period of his banking operations, | His fancy was to set in motion the industry of ship-build- 
Mr. Girard carried on foreign commerce more or less. } ers, riggers and sail-makers, seamen, stevedores and 
His operations were generally directed to long or cir- | draymen, and of late years, that of carpenters, bricklay- 
cuitous voyages. — His trade to China, the East Indies, ers, brick-makers, masons, plaisterers, panters, glaziers, 
and other countries east of the Cape of Good Hope, | marble masons, and all the other mechanics employed 
was at one time very extensive, as was also his trade to | hy himin bu'lding houses. What portion of his capital 
the North of Europe. Several foreign voyages were | and income he did not so expend, he lent to others, to 
sometimes performed without the ship’s returning | pe. expended as they might see fit; and perhaps it may 
home; and hence it may be seen, that the labors of the | he said. that nota dollar of his immense wealth was 
counting-house were not so multiplied as those which | teres to lie idle. So far from his mode of expendi- 
are necessary to be performed wth much less capital | ture operating disadvantageously to the working classes, 
employed in short voyages. ‘Vo this circumstance, | it has been, of all others, the one which was calculated 
added to very early rising, is to be ascribed the leisure | ¢5 proluce the greatest good to the community. No 
which Mr. Girard enjoyed, and which was devoted to | part of his income has been spent unproductively—for 
the cultivation of a farm a few miles from the city, | every dollar which has gone towards the support of ins 
which he visited for years almost every day, and where, | dustry, there is a dollar’s worth, or something more to 
pares he imbjbed the golden sentiment which has | show for it; which would not have been the case, had 
een ascribed to him, and which shows that he did not | the course been pursued which so many people deem 
consider that he lived alone for himself—*‘If I thought | to be the most beneficial. ven the little he consumed 
I should die to-morrow, I ‘would plant a tree to-day.” | himself, in his support, was but the wages of a hard- 
Indeed he acted uniformly upon this principle; and we | working overseer, or manaver, engaged in seeing the 
Je-rn, that, having lately contracted for the building of |property entrusted to his stewardship applied to the 
a number of houses on the square of ground called by | most productive purposes. And cannot any one per- 
his name, situate oe Market and Chesnut and | ceive that the superintendence of so frugal and indus- 
Eleventh and Twelfth streets, he made p' ovision in his | trious a steward, has been the means of accumulating an 
will for their being completed, in case he should not immense fund in the city of Philadelphia, which could 
ane 00 ene H-Cane. : |never have existed, but owing to the cheapness with 
When we say that Mr. Girard was an economist, we | which soJarge a capital was managed? The same sum 
do not say it merely in a relative sense, but in a positive | divided into a hundred portions, could never have pro- 
one. We recollect ourselves once calling at his count- | duced the same accumulation; and for this simple rea- 
ing-house to see him on business, and were told by his | son, that, in its management, a hundred individuals or 
clerk, that he was then busily employed in the cellar, | families would have had to be supported, whereas, in 
cutting up with his own hands his winter’s pork, and | this case, only one individual was to be supported, and 
could not be seen. tle entertained no company, lived | he too, very frugally. Had Mr. Girard been a miser 
upon the most simple food, plainly cooked, engaged in | who buried his wealth, had he hid his talent ina napkin, 
none of the scenes or indulgences of social life; and, | then, indeed, he would have been obnoxious to the im- 
being a widower for some years past, without children, putation of an unfaithful steward. Buthe did not so— 
his life was a solitary one. His chief happiness appear- | he put his talent to the exchangers, where it accumula- 
ed to be, employment. He was never idle, but was | ted for the benefit of the community, more than for 
emphatically, a man of business. He was rigid in his ' that of himself; and, as faras the question of national 
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wealth is concerned, he may be calleda good and faith- 
vant. . 
Mf eit views are correct, Mr. Girard cannot but be re- 
ed as a great public benefactor, nor can his death be 
considered other than asa great public loss. His pro- 
perty, it is true, is left behind him, but it can never 
hereafter be so productively and economically managed; 
and whilst the individuals or corporations who inher't it 
are gainers by his death, the community are losers. The 
aid which he has rendered to several works of Internal 
Improvement, by loans, and subscriptions to their stock, 
which invariably gave strength and confidence to the 
companies concerned in them, would alone entitle him 
to the appellation we have bestowed upon him, and we 
trust that a monument to his memory may decorate 
some conspicuous spot in our City, as evidence of the 
public gratitude to one who has done so much service 
to the country, and who has set so bright an example 
for the imitation of the poor and industrious.— Banner 
of the Constitution. 








PENNSYLVANIA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY, 


Established in Philadelphia, offers the following Premi- 
ums for Esculent Vegetables and Fruits, for 1832 and 
1833. 


1st. For the best forced cauliflowers, not less than 
three in number, to be produced on or before Wednes- 
day, May 9th, 1832, a premium of five dollars. 
2d. Forthe best early cauliflowers grown in the open 
ground, not less than three in number, to be produced 
on or before the second Monday of July, (9th, ) 1832, a 
remium of five dollars. 
3d. For the best late or autumnal cauliflowers, not 
less than three in number, to be produced on or before 
the second Monday in November, 1832, a premium of 
five dollars. ; 
4th. For the best early cabbage, not less than six 
heads to be produced on or before the last Saturday in 
May, (26th, ) 1832, a premium of three dollars. 
5th. For the best early peas, not less than a half peck 
in quantity, to be produced on or before Saturday, 5th 
May, 1832, a premium of three dollars. ; 
6th. For the best early peas grown in Pennsylvania, 





not less than a half peck, to be produced on or before | in number,, to be 


Saturday, 10th May, 1852, a premium of three dollars. 

7th For the best broccoli, not less than five in num- 
ber, to be produced on or before the second Monday in 
November, (12th, ) 1832, a premium of five dollars. 

8th. For the best Melongena, (egg plant) not less 
than three in number, to be produced on or before Sa- 
turday, 4th of August, 1832, a premium of three dol- 
lars. 
9th: For the best artichokes, not less than six in num- 
ber, to be produced on or before the second Monday in 
June, (1ith,) 1832, a premium of three dollars. 

10th. For the best cardoon, (cynara cardunculus) not 
less than five stalks, to be produced on or before the 
second Monday in October, (8th,) 1832, a premium of 
five dollars, 

1lth. For the best celery, not less than six stalks, to 
be produced on or before the second Monday in Novem- 
ber, (12th,) 1832, a premium of three dollars. 

12th, For the best taragon, not less than three fair 
sized bunches, to be produced on or before the second 
Monday in May, (14th,) 1832, a premium of two dol- 
lars 


13th. For the best tomato, (love apple) not less than 
one dozen, to be produced on or before the last Wed- 
nesday in June, (27th, ) 1832, a premium of three dol- 
lars 


14th. For the best strawberries, not less than two 
quarts, to be produced on or before Saturday, 26th 
May, 1832, a premium of three dollars. 

15th. For the best raspberries, not less than two 
quarts, to be produced on r before the second Monday 
in July, (9th, ) 1832, a premium of three dollars. 





16th. For the best gooseberries, not less than one 
quart, to be produced in a ripe state during the season 
| of 1832, a premium of two dollars. 

17th. For the best cherries, not less than two pounds, 
to be produced on or before the last Saturday in June, 
(50th, ) 1832, a premium of three dollars. 

18th. For the best apricots, not less than one dozen, 
to be produced on or before the second Monday in Ju- 
ly, (9th, ) 1832, a premium of three dollars. ~ 

19th. For the best pears, not less than half'a peck, to 
be produced on or before the second Monday in Octo- 
ber, (8th,) 1832, a premium of three dollars. 

20th. For the best pears, not less than half a peck, to 
be produced in a ripe state from December, 1852, to 
the second Monday in March, 1833, a premium of five 
dollars. 

2ist. Eor the best grapes, foreign, not less than four 
bunches, to be produced on or before the second Mon- 
day in October, (8th,) 1852, a premium of three dollars. 
« +2d. For the best native grapes, not less than four 
bunches, to be produced on or before the second Mon- 
day in October, (8th, ) a premium of three dollars. 

23d. For the best plums, not less than two dozen, to 
be produced on or before the second Monday in Octo- 
ber, 8th, ) 1832, a premium of three dollars. 

24th. For the best early potatoes, pot less than one 
peck, to be produced on or before the last Saturday in 
May, (26th,) 1832, a premium.of three dollars. 

25th. For the best early apples, not less than half a 
peck, to be produced on or before the second Monday 
m August, (13th, ) 18352, a premiuin of two dollars. 

26th. For the best fall apples, not less than half a 
peck, to be produced on or before the second Monday 
in October, (8th, ) 1832, a premium of three dollars. 

27th. For the best winter apples, not less than half a 
peck, to be prodaced on or after the second Monday in 
January, (10th, ) 1833, a premium of three dollars. 

28th. For the best early peaches, not less than half a 
peck, to be produced on or before the second Monday 
in August, (15th,) 1832, a premium of three doilars. 

29th. For the best late peaches, not less than half a 
peck, to be produced on or after the first Monday in 
October, (8th,) 1832, a premium of three dollars. 

30th. For the best early cucumbers, not less than six 
produced on or before Wednesday, 
2d May, 1832,-a premium of five dollars. 

3lst, For the hest forced lettuce, not less than four 
heads, to be produced on or before Wednesday, 18th 
April, 1832, a premium of three dollars. 

32d, For the best lettuce grown in the open air, not 
less than six heads, to be produced on or before Wed- 
nesday, the 16th May, 1832, a premium of three dollars. 

33d. For the best figs, not less than one dozen, to be 
produced on or before Saturday, 29th September, 1832, 
a premium of three dollars. 

34th, For the best quinces, not less than a half peck, 
to be produced on or before Wednesday, 31st October, 
1832, a premium of three dollars. 

35th. For the introduction of any new and valuable 
seeds, fruits or plants during the year 1832, a premium 
of from two to ten dollars, at the discretion of the So- 
ciety. 

In addition to the premium, the Society’s Certificate, 
handsomely framed, will be awarded to each successful 
competitor. 

The object of the Society in offering these premiums, 
is to excite a spirit of emulation among cultivators, to 
improve the varieties of fruits and vegetables, and dis- 
seminate a knowledge of the art of gardening. There- 
fore all persons, whether members of the society or not, 
are eligible as competitors, and are invited to become 
such. 

Fruits and vegetables may be sent to the Seed Ware- 
house of Messrs. D. & C. Landreth, No. 85, Chesnut 
street, where the Committee will attend for examination 
ar ee and Saturday morning, from 8 to 9 
o’clock. 
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It ig desirable that each kind of fruit offered for com- 
etition may be as numerous as possible, regard being 
to produce none bt of a fine quality, for instance, 
the first fruit on the list for premiums is strawberries, the 
two quarts of which may consist of numerous kinds, 
though a single variety excelling all others offered, 
would be successful. Each kind should be accompa- 
nied by its name. 
It isalso desirable that the vegetables exhibited should 


be accompanied by short observations on the mode of 


cultivation, if peculiar, together with any other remarks 
of utility. 

If of any article for which a premium is offered, no 
specimen be submitted worthy of distinction, the Socie- 
ty reserves the power to withhold the premium. 

It is to be clearly understood, that any fruits and ve- 
getables brought forward for competition are to be the 
growth of the competitor. 


Further information, if desired, can be had on appli- | 


cation to any member of the council. 
GEORGE VAUX, President. 
C. Prcxeninc, Recording Secrelary. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Thursday, Feb. 2, 1832. 


SELECT COUNCIL.—The following letter address. | 


ed to the Mayor from the Executors of Stephen Gi- 
rard was received. 
Philadelphia, January 30, 1832. 
The Mayor is respectfully informed by the executors 
of Stephen Girard, that there is property in vessels and 
merchandize afloat, valued at $220,000, no part of which 
is insured, and that in Savannah, Norfolk and Alexan- 


dria; there is merchandize in store to the value of 


$130,000 purchased by order of the testator, not in. 
sured against fire, it having been the practice of the 
Testator, not to insure, and as the executors are advised 
by their Counsel that they are not at liberty to insure, 
unless by the authority of those who are interested in the 
residuary of the estate, they give this information in or- 
der that they may be instructed on the subject. 
TIMOTHY PAXSON, 
THOS. P COPE, 
JOSEPH ROBERTS. 
JOHN A. BARCLAY. 


Mr. Masser offered the annexed resolution which was 
adopted. 

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils of the 
City of Philadelphia, ‘| hat the Councils hereby consent 
and agree that the Executors of 5. Girard, deceased, 
may insure any property belonging to his Estate, now 
under the care of the executors whether in merchan- 
dize, in store, afloat, or in vessels, and that so far as 
the authority of the Councils is necessary to enable said 
Executors to make such insurance, such authority is 
hereby granted. 

The annexed letter from Mr. D. S. Hassrncer, en- 
closing a copy of the Bill was received. on 

Sir, —I have the honour to inclose a copy of a Bill, en- 
titled ‘‘An act to appoint additional wardens for the 
Port of Philadelphia,” reported in Senate by Mr. Taylor, 
chairman of the committee to whom the memorial from 
Spring Garden was referred. 

I am, very respectfully, Sir, your most ob’t. serv’t. 

DAVID) S. HASSINGER. 
Senate Chamber, 
JNO. M. SCOTT, Esq. Pres’dt. Select Council. 


AN ACT to appoint additional Wardens for the port of 


Philadelphia. 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 


of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 


vania, in General Assembly met, and itis hereby enact- 


ed by the authority of the same: That immediate- 
ly after the passing of this act there shall be four addi- 


tional assistant wardens for the port of Philadelphia, 
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two of whom shall reside in the city of Philadelphia 

west of Tenth street; one in the distr.ct of Spring Gar- 

den, and one in the township of Moyamensing or Pas- 
| syunk; to be annually appointed by the governor, sub- 
| ject to all the duties and penalties, and having the same 
| powers and privileges as by law are now granted to the 
| board of wardens for the port of Philadelphia. 
| _ The following letter from Mr. Wrtt1am Born was 
| also received. 

Harrisburg, Jan. 29, 1832. 
| Jno M. Scott, Esq. 
President Select Council: 

I herewith forward two copies of the bill, entitled 
**An Act to incorporate the York and Maryland line 
Rajl Company,” which bill has passed the House of Re- 
presentatives. ‘The bill is in order for Wednesday 
next in Senate. Be pleased to transmit one of the co- 
pies to Common Council, for the use of that chamber. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, &c. 
WM. BOYD. 

Mr. Massey offered the annexed resolution, which 
was passed by the Select Council, but rejected by the 
Common Council: 

Resolved, That the Mayor be, and he is hereby au- 
thorized, in behalf of the city of Philadelphia, to pro- 
| ceed to Harrisburg, if his official duties permit, aa at 
such time as he may judge proper, for the purpose of 
promoting and procuring, as early as practicable, the 
enactment of such a law as may be requisite to carry 
| into execution the will of the late Stephen Girard, 
| agreeably to the bill which was handed to the tommit- 
| tee in Philadelphia appointed by the House of Repre- 


| sentatives to confer with the Councils upon the subject. 


| COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Fritz presented the 

following petition, which was referred to the Paving 

Committee: 

Te the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

| The memorial of the subscribers, residents in Thir- 

teenth street and its vicinity, in the township of 








' 











Moyamensing—respectfully showeth, 

That the subscribers have incurred an expense of 
more than four thousand dollars, in paving Thirteenth 
street south of Cedar street, and have made costly im- 
provements there; but are now exposed to great loss 
and injury in consequence of the levels and descents 
that have been given to the newly laid pavements and 
gutters within the city, near the said place; by which 
the whole refuse water in times of heavy rain is thrown 
southward, so as to empty upon the township of Moya- 
mensing, at the corner of Thirteenth street; where it 
necessarily finds a vent along the said street upon the 
property of your memorialists, in a manner that is 

ound to be injurious and destructive to an alarming de- 

gree. The whole line of Thirteenth street is there 
turned into a drain for the refuse water of the city, by 
which the pavement is injured and the cellars of the 
houses are filled; and the consequences to the subscri- 
bers, both as it regards property and health, are very 
serious. 

Representations of their grievances have been made 
to the Commissioners of the township of Moyamensing 
without the slightest prospect of relief,—some alleging 
that it is but just that each corporation should provide 

| for the disch«rge of its own surplus water, without 

| casting it upon the adjacent property; and others, the 

inability of the township to incur an expense of this 
kind. Under these circumstances, your memorialists 
submit their distressed situation to the consideration of 
your honourable bodies, with the fond hope that a re- 
medy will be ordered, either by means of a culvert or 
drain within the city, or by a covered passage for the 
water southwardly to the natural water courses at ne 
great distance. 

Your memorialists pray for an early attention to this 
subject, as their property in its present state is exposed 
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to destruction, owing to the immense body of water disclaiming entirely any bias of sectional or political 


which is thrown upon it from the bounds of the city. 


Mr. Oxre presented a petition from victuallers who 
had occupied places in Market street, west of Ninth 
street, which was referred to the Committee on Mar- 
kets. ‘ 

Mr. Oxre presented the annexed petition, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Girard Fund. 


To the Select and Common Councils. 


The undersigned, tenants of the late Stephen Girard, 
Esq. of dwellings Nos. 160, 162, 1624 and 164 South 
Second street, which property by his will has passed to 
the city of Philadelphia, respectfully represent, that 
they are unwilling to continue tenants of said property 
at the rents which they have within a few years paid, 
and request the Councils may reduce the same to four 
hundred dollars from the 1st ultimo. 

They beg leave also to state, that some of them have 
been tenants of the late owner for several years, and 
during the greater part of that period have paid but 
the latter price. F. DUSAR, 

JOHN R. LEGEE, 

JOHN B. MYERS, 

JAMES DAY. 
Philadelphia, Feb. Ist, 1852. 


INFORMATION REQUESTED RELATING TO 
MANUFACTURES. 


The Franklin Institute, has with commendable zeal, 
undertaken to collect information respecting the ex- 
tent and value of manufactures in this state—and for 
this purpose appointed a committee of nine gentle- 
men, who have issued the following circular and que- 


ries;in a tabular form, neatly printed, and applicable | 


to nine distinct classes of inquiry. We have arranged | 
the heads of the tables (our pages not permitting us to | 
give the form, which is the same for cach class, ) under | 
the first class, so that any person wishing to communi | 
cate, on any branch, will know the form in which it is | 
desirable for uniformity to place it. ‘The subjectis of | 
great importance, and one which addresses itself to eve- 

ry citizen, especially to every one engaged in any branch 

of manufacture; and we most cordially commend it to | 
general attention, trusting that this attempt to present 
a complete statement, will be promoted by every per- | 
son capable of imparting the desired information. Such | 


a view as this will afford, when completed, is a great 
desideratum, and one that has never yet been fur- | 


nished, rn 
Hal! of Franklin Institute,2 | 
Philadelphia, Jan. 1, 1832. | 
Srr, ‘The Franklin Institute of the state of Pennsylva- | 
nia, for the promotion of the Mechanic Arts,” prompted | 
by a desire of furthering the objects of their association, 
by obtaining information which may, through the medi- 
um of their Journal, be rendered extensively useful to | 
the country, have appointed the undersigned a comm.t- 
tee for the purpose of ascertaining the number and con- ' 
dition of all the manufacturing establishments and me- 
chanic Insitutions in this state. The recent census of 
the United States, it is well known, is deficient in its 
returns of the physical power and resources of the coun- 
try, now so extensively developed by the enterprize, 
skill and capital of our citizens in all the import- | 
ant branches of national industry. Nothing is more 
eagerly desired by the public, than a particular know- 
ledge of these interesting subjects, so intimately con- 
nected with the objects of general science and education. 
_The Franklin Institute being established with the 
view of aiding in all laudable objects of this nature, and 


considerations, have appointed us a committee to so- 
licit and collect information that may supply so import- 
ant a desideratum, We take the liberty, therefore, re- 
spectfully to invite your co-operation in an object which 
cannot be accomplished in any other way than by infor- 
mation voluntarily contributed by patriotic and scien- 
tific citizens residing in the numerous manufacturing 
and mechanic settlements throughout the state. 

‘the earliest and most exact statements of the various 
subjects to be detailed, are particularly desirable; and, 
in order that our views may be clearly understood, we 
annex a Schedule of interrogatories, to which we re- 
quest as specific answers as may be obtained, with such 
statistical and general information in addition thereto, 
as May seem promotive of our especial object. Care 
has been taken to avoid making inquiries that may be 
thought irrelevant, or improper on account of exposing 
interests, the publication of which would be objected to 
by those concerned, and on this account a column for 
the average price of labor is omitted; but as there is no 
statistical inquiry more interesting, nor one that would 
probably exhibit our industrious population in a more 
advantageous light, it is requested that such informa- 
tion may be given on this subject in the last column as 
can with propriety be ascertained, designating the kinds 
of labour and average rates of wages paid monthly or 
per annum. 

Should you find it impracticable to procure the desi- 
red intelligence personally, we shall esteem it a favour 
to be informed by you, as early as posstile, of the names 
of those persons residing in your neighbourhood, who 
would be most suitable and willing to satisfy our inqui- 
ries. You will notice, by the table sent herewith, that 
the information for the various classes, may be ascer- 
tained by different persons, to be appointed by your- 
self, in case you require any aid; and the arrangement 
of the columns is such that a general and uniform result 
may be obtained throughout the state. 

Your communications, addressed to Wittram Ham- 
tLton, Esq. Actuary of the Institute, will be gratefully 
appreciated, and any explanations that may from time to 
time be required, will be readily afforded by us. 

Weare very respectfully, 

Your obedient servants, 
Wittiam H. Keatine, >} 
C. C. Haven, 
W.R Jounson, | 
FREDERICK FRALEY, 
Atex. Dattas Bacnz, }Committee. 
SamveEt V. MERRICK, 
THomas FLretrcuer, 
A. S. Ronents, 
James Ronatnson, 

ISAAC HAYS, Cor, See. 


— 


CLASS FIRST. 
Containing details of cotton, woollen, silk, flax, 
hemp, paper, and other manufactories, together with 
dying, bleaching, and print works, paper hanging, 


| rope making, blanket, carpet, oil cloth, hosiery, and 


umbrella factories. 


1. Name and Designation of Manufactories, Work- 
shops, &c. 
io Occupied. 
2. Work Buildings. Unoccupied. 


3. Tenaments for Families. 


4. Estimated value on the Ist January, 1832, of the 


real estate, buildings and fixtures, belonging to the es- 
tablishment. 


5. Estimated value of the machinery, tools, fire en- - 
gines, and other apparatus in use, except fixtures, 


Males. 
6. Operatives. ; ena Females, 
Children under 14 years. 
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7. Institutions for their scientific and moral instruc- 
tion. 
8. Quantity and kinds of raw materials used in 1831, 
designating whether foreign or domestic. 
9. Value of such raw Foreign. 
materials incash4 Domestic. 
at the factory. Uncertain. 


10. Kind and quantity of goods manufactured in 1831. 
11. Cash value of the goods manufactured in 1831, 
estimated by the average prices in the nearest general 
market. 
12 Hand looms and other power. 
( Steam $ Number. 
la a Engines. ¢ Estm’d Pow’r. 
13. Operating Power. < Water § Number 
L wheels. ? Size & descr’n. 
14. Mode of gearing from the moving power, whe- 
ther by belts or cog wheels. 
15. Kinds and quantity of fuel used per annum, and 
its cash value at the factory. 


16. Estimated value of goods manufactured in fami- 
lies, in 1831, independent of those specified in the pre- 
ceding columns. 


17. Quantity and kinds of wool, woad, madder, tea- 
sels, and other raw materials used in manufacturing 
which are annually produced in the township. 

18. Estimated value of the same. 


19. Any other information which may be deemed 
valuable, please insert at the bottom of this sheet. 


CLASS SECOND. 


Containing details of iron and steel manufactories, 
iron ore banks, forges, furnaces, foundries. rolling 
mills, tilt hammers, machine shops, establishments for 
the making of steam engines, fire engines, stoves and 
grates, saws, screws, wire, nails, shovels and spades, 
edge tools, and cutlery in general. 


CLASS THIRD. 


Containing details of manufactories of copper, zinc, 
brass, tin, lead. pewter, silver, gold, &c., together with 
bell and type foundries, shot towers, button factories, &c. 


CLASS FOURTH. 


Containing details of manufactories and handicrafts 
n wood, including those of ship, steam, and other boat 
puilders, mast makers, &c. 


CLASS FIFTH. 


Containing details of tanneries, curriers’ shops, glue, 
and neats foot. oil works, morocco, parchment, sad- 
dle and harness manufactories, &c. 


CLASS SIXTH. 


Containing details of chymical laboratories, sugar re- 
fineries, breweries, bakeries, distilleries, pot and pearl 
_asheries, soap manufactories, glass works, porcelain 
and earthenware potteries, fire brick and crucible ma- 
nufactories, &c. 


CLASS SEVENTH. 


Containing details of salt works, lime kilns, marble, 
slate, and other stone quarries and work yards, together 
with mines of anthracite aud other coal, lead, copper, 
black lead, and other minerals, metals, &c. 


CLASS EIGHTH. 


Containg details of flour and grist mills, saw mills, 
laster mills, oil mills, bark mills, powder mills, to- 
Cisins snuff, and segar factories, &c. 


CLASS NINTH. 
Handicrafts, such as hat, cap, and bonnet makers, 


ELMIRA RAIL-ROAD. (Fasrtarr 
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glovers, boot and shoe makers, tailors, comb and brush 
makers, blacksmiths, whitesmiths, gunsmiths, carpen- 

| ters, cabinet makers, chair makers, wheelwrights, car- 

|siage makers, printers, engravers, lithographers, book 
binders, map and globe makers, mathematical, philo- 
sophical, and musical instrument makers, coopers, stove 
makers, tinplate workers, &c, 


The attention of our readers is particularly invited to 
| the following petition from citizens of the state of New 
Berd to their legislature, praying for the incorporation 

ofa company to construct a rail road from Elmira to the 

Pennsylvania state line 
| formation not heretofore known in this quarter. 
Lycoming Gaz. 


From the Elmira Republican. 
WILLIAMSPORT AND ELMIRA RAIL ROAD. 


To the honourable the legislature of the state of New 
York, in senate and assembly convened: 

The subscribers, inhabitants of the county of Tioga, 
| respectfully represent, that an improved public road 
| from Elmira in said county, to Williamsport in the state 
| of Pennsylvania, has. for several years past, been deem- 
ed by many, an object of interest and importance, and 
has attracted a share of attention from our national 
councils. Experience having demonstrated the emi- 
nent utility of rail roads, and satisfied the public mind 
of their superiority over all other known improvements, 
‘as well for inland transportation of heavy articles, as for 
facility, speed and safety of travelling, your petitioners 
are induced to apply to your honourable body to incor- 
porate a company to construct a rail road on that part 
of the route which lies in this state: and your petition- 
ers are satisfactorily assured, that a similar application 
| will be made to the legislature of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, at its present session, in order to effect the con- 
| struction of that poriion of the proposed road, which 
| will be located in that state. 
| Under a full conviction of the benefits which would 
(accrue from this contemplated improvement, not mere- 

ly of Jucal character, but as having intimate connexion 
with the general interests and commerce of the state, 
}and as not unworthy of consideration, as of national 
| concern, your petitioners desire respectfully to solicit 
the attention of your honourable body, to some of the 
advantages, which, from situation, it obviously presents. 
| Elmira is situated on the Chemung river, the western 
, branch of the Susquehanna in this state, about eight 
miles from the north line of the state of Pennsylvania; 
| being at the southern termination of the Chemung ¢a- 
nal, seventy miles south from Montezuma, where this 
lateral branch, through the Seneca and (Cayuga canal, 
connects with the great Erie canal. Williamsport is 
| seventy-two miles nearly due south from Elm ra, situa- 
ted on the great West Branch in the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, forty miles north westerly from its confluence with 
the Susquehanna, at Northumberland. Limited east- 
wardly by the extensive curve of the Susquehanna, and 
embraced between its above mentioned western tribu- 
taries is a wide expanse of inland territory, generally 
well adapted to agriculture, rapidly advancing in im- 
provement and population, and abounding in many 
places, with mines of coal and iron ore. This region 
must be supplied with salt and plaister from this state, 
brought principally through the Chemung canal; and 
every improvement which facilitates the transportation 
of these heavy and valuable articles will obviously in- 
crease their demand, by enlarging the sphere in which 
they can successfully meet competition from other 
sources. On our ordinary and imperfectly wrought 
roads, salt is now carried to Williamsport, and even as 
far south as Bellefonte, in Centre county, more than 
one hundred miles southwesterly from Elmira. Plaister 
also from the same place is distributed in considerable 
quantities along the intermediate country Iron is now 


} 
} 
} 
| 
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manufactured at several places in this mineral region, report contains the following pertinent remarks. ‘The 
and various kinds of castings and wrought, are now | ne such a road as that now proposed, in a 
constantly transported from it into this state. In the | military point of view, is so strongly marked, that it 
county of Lycoming, forty miles south of Elmira, di- | will not be necessary to dwell upon it, but to point it 
rec ly in the line of the proposed rail-road, inexhausti- | out. It will afford a ready communication to the 
ble coal mines commence, and continue, in many places, | northern frontier, from the central part of Pennsylva- 
to and along the West Branch. Of all sources, which, | nia, from Maryland and the eastern portion of Virginia, 
at various times, have been suggested for procuring | giving facilities for the transportation not only of men, 
coal, to answer the wants, which, from failure of wood, but also of many of the supplies and munitions of war, 
will soon become imperious in many of the western | which are the productions of those three states. During 
parts of our state, these coal fields probably afford the | the last war, the route by Painted Post was found ne- 
best assurance of yielding, at a cheap rate, an ample and cessary for this purpose and extensively used: and not- 
enduring supply. Were the road now proposed, to be | withstanding the badness of the roads, supplies of all 
constructed for the single purpose of conveying to our | kinds were carried at an expense, which, it is satisfacto- 
navigable channels, this indispensable fuel, for our rily estimated, would have been sufficient, in a single 
growing villages and multiplying workshops, the day is | campaign, to have defrayed the cost of the work.” 
probably not far distant when it would be deemed an | ‘‘ As the means of transmitting intelligence with rapid- 
undertaking, demanding earnest and united exertion for | ity, the work is also of great importance in military 
its accomplishment. | operations, forming as it does, the nearest channel be- 
A slight observance of these facts must render it; tween the northern frontiers and the seat of govern- 
sufficiently apparent, that when the Chemung canal | ment.” 
hall be completed, the proposed rail-road will atonce| |The committee on roads and canals, in the House of 
open and facilitate an extensive and most valuable com-} Representatives in congress, to whom the reports and 
mercial intercourse, highly productive of the conve-/| surveys in relation to this northern route were referred, 
nience and prosperity of our citizens, subservient in its | state in their report on that subject, that by the con- 
consequences to the general interests and welfare of | struction of this road, two important locations for mili- 
the state. tary depots would be established, one at Harrisburg and 


But the prospects of the contemplated road are not | one at Elmira. Their report alsostates, ‘‘ itis purposed 


limited by benefits of a commercial character alone, 


however important. It has claims to consideration, of 


higher bearing and larger extent. It will form an inter- 
esting and essential link in a great chain of communica- 
tion from the capital of our national republic to our 








| to extend a navigable canal with a view to unite the 


\ 


Chemung river with the head of Seneca lake, which is 
already connected with the grand canal of New York. 
Elmira will possess three essential properties of a mili- 
tary depot; it will be sufficiently removed from danger 








northern frontier, connecting with other communica- | to preserve it from suddemattack, while it will be equal- 
tions, to all the western parts of this state. From the | ly convenient to the sources of its necessary supplies, 
city of Washington, by way of Baltimore, to Harrisburg, | and to the probable theatre of their future application, 
the capital of the state of Pennsylvania, thence to Wil-| in any war which may occur with the only enemy the 
liamsport, and continuing in almost a northerly course | United States are likely to have to encounter on the 
along the proposed road, the Chemung canal, ees land.” 





Lake, and the Seneca and Cayuga canal, to the Erie; Although it has not been deemed the just policy of 
canal at Montezuma, is a distance of less than three | the general government to undertake the construction 
hundred and fifty miles. From Montezuma, by a dis- | of this road, yet the information obtained from survey, 
tance of about twenty miles, partly by the way of the | and the views entertained in relation to its great utility 
Erie canal, the navigable waters of Lake Ontario are | and importance, are not the less applicable. Whether 
reached at Sodas Bay, the best harbour on that lake. | the cost of its construction be defrayed by the funds of 
From Williamsport to the city of Washington, this great | the government, or of a joint stock company, its utility 
line of communication will soon be complete by canals | to the public will be much the same. It can be regard- 
and rail-roads. ed as no doubtful evidence of the increasing importance 

The site of the contemplated road is unusually fa-| of this route in the public estimation, that by a recent 
vourable for such a work; and in proof of this, as well} order of the post office department, the mails at the 
as to introduce some just considerations in relation to | city of Washington and Baltimore, destined for western 
its importance in a national point of view, your petition- | New York, are now directed by way of Harrisburg and 
ers would respectfully refer to the report of Dr. Wm. | Williamsport, and, on the range of this contemplated 


Howarp, civil engineer, whe. pursuant to a resolution | road, to Elmira. Forming, indeed, as this road evident- 
8 


of congress of December, 1828, examined a route for 
a national road, from the city of Washington, to our 
north-western frontier. The report states, “a cursory 
view of the country satisfied us, that the best route 
from Williamsport to the mouth of the Genesee river, 
Sodas Bay, or Oswego, must pass through Post Town 
or Elmira” In reference to the Post Town route, the 
report states, “from the inspection of the gradations, it 
will be seen how rough and hilly is the surface over 
which it passes.” In relation to the Elmira route, the 
report continues, ‘‘ by reference to the map and to the 
table of gradation, an idea may be formed of the re- 
markable line of valley, forming almost a continuous 
one, in a direct line between Williamsport and Elmira. 
There is fifty-three miles of this road that does not ex- 
ceed one degree; thirteen miles over one degree and 
not exceeding two; and six miles over two and not ex- 
ceeding three degrees.” By combination and compa- 
rison of these different routes, it appears that for a road 
to terminate either at Sodas Bay, Oswego, or Sackett’s 
Harbour, the best route would pass by Elmira, the head 
of Seneca Lake, and Geneva. 

In respect to the national importance of this road, the 

Vox. IX. 12 





| ly must, in an improved state, the most favourable, as 


well as the most direct route and eligible line of com- 
munication between the city of Washington, Baltimore 
and the greater part of the southern portion of our 
Union, and all the western parts of this state and our 
Canadian frontier, your petitioners are persuaded that it 
would soon become the thoroughfare for immense tra- 
vel, augmenting the revenue to be derived from the 
road; and that it would greatly increase the public ac- 
commodation; expedite the transmission of mails, facili- 
| tate the intercourse, strengthen the ties and promote 
social feeling, between the inhabitants of different and 
distant sections of our common country. 

Satisfied that the proposed work may be undertaken 
without hazard, that capital may be invested in it with 
safety and sure profit to individuals, and with conse- 
quences highly beneficial to the public, and that from 
its obvious commercial utility and national importance, 
it is, in the view of your petitioners, an improvement 
justly demanded from the enlightened and enterprising 
spirit of our age and people; your petitioners respect- 
fully pray your honourable body to incorporate a com- 
pany under the name of ** Tar Ermira anp WILLIAMs- 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 


WATERING COMMITTEE, 


To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila- 
deljihia. 


The Watering Committee respectfully present, here- 
with, detailed statements of the accounts, for the year 
1831, of the works under their care; together with an 
estimate for the year 1832. They also lay before 
Councils such explanations, as, they trust, will enable 
them and their constituents to understand the present 
state of the entire water establishment. 

In order that the accounts of 18.1, may be more dis- 
tinctly comprehended, it may be useful to refer to those 
of 1830. 

In 1830, the receipis from all sources 
amounted to 











$60,036 82 
And the payments were— 
For Water Works, $35,660 84 
To Sinking Fund, 14,000 00 
To Tax Fund, 15,900 00 
# $65,560 84 
So that there was placed to the credit of 
the Tax Fund, more than the income 
warranted, 5,524 02 
$ 65,560 84 


balance in favour of the works, and not as in 1830, 
against them. 
The receipts for 1831, were— 


From Water revenue, $66,766 72 
From loan under ordinance of April 14, 
1831, 36,200 00 


$102,966 72 





The payments for 1831, were— 
Balance due City Treasurer, on accounts 
of 1830, $5,524 02 
For purposes of Water Works, 63,009 57 
To Sinking Fund, 14,000 00 
To ‘Vax Fund, per ordinance of 
May 16, 1831, 5,830 80 


88,364 39 








Leaving a balance for Water purposes of 

1832 

So that, to meet all the estimated de- 

mands for 1832, there will be wanted 

but 30,862 67 
$45,465 00 

From all which it must be apparent, that, in case the 

water revenue for 1832 shall equal that of 1831, of 

which there can be no doubt, there will be a balance in 

favour of the Works, for the year 1832, of $55,904 05, 

equal, it is hoped, to all the needful expenditure for 

1835; and thus the whole water revenue of 1833, may 


$ 14,602 33 


process be thereafter continued. 


the relative sources thereof, may be perceived, the 
Committee present such a statement, at present, as was 
made in the last report, namely: 





The accounts for 1831 show, as they ought to do, a | 





} 


be applied to the extinguishment of debt, and the same | Iron Pipes. —The remainder of the iron pipes, which 





{[Feervarr 
port Rart Roap Company,” with a capital of $75,000; | The receipts for 1831, consisted of— 
authorizing said company to construct that portion of , This sum obtained on loan, $ 36,200 00 
said road to be located between the village of Elmira , Water Rents from City, $45,534 14 
and the north line of the state of Pennsylvania, with | Northern | .iberties,12,054 62 
such powers and privileges as, by your honourable body Southwark, 5,948 67 
shall be deemed just and reasonable, and as in duty Spring Garden, 5,229 29 
bound they will pray. — 66,766 72 
January, 1832. 








| 
$ 102,966 72 
| And that the nature of the 

| expenditure may be understood 

| this statement is presented: 

Expenses of, or attending, dis- 

| tribution, § 5,073 02 

| Expenses at Fair Mount Works, 6,157 27 





| Wheel and Pump, 4.699 62 
| Iron Pipes, 34,693 80 
_ Expenses attending the appli- 
| cation of the water power, 1,500 30 
Expended in constructing Re- 
| servoir No. 4, 6,692 31 
| Incidental expenses, 982 00  ~ 
Salaries:— 
Frederick Graff, $2,000 00 
Samuel W. Rush, 1,000 00 
Samuel Currey, 211 25 
— 3,211 25 














65,009 57 
| $39,957 15 
Of this balance, there were applied— 
To pay balance of 1830, due 








City Treasury, $ 5,524 02 
To Sinking Fund, 14,000 00 
To lax Fund, 5,830 80 








25,354 82 
Leaving as heretofore stated, for water 
purposes for 1832, 14,602 SS 
$39,957 15 
Estimate for 1831.—On reference tothe Report made 
to Councils on the 8th of February, 1831, it will be seen, 
that the amount of the estimate for that year was, 











$ 70,665 87 
Of this there was expended the 
sum of $ 63,009 57 
There remains in Treasury, to fi- 
nish wheel and pump, 7,800 38 
—— 70,809 95 


Showing an excess beyond. estimate of $144 08: It is, 
however, to be observed, that the balance would have 
been in favour of the works, or estimate, if demands 
had not arisen, of which no anticipation could have 
been formed, such as 
For receiving the Boston Guards, 

For laying 888 feet of Iron Pipes in streets or- 
dered to be paved, excess, 

For laying 242 feet of Iron Pipes, excess, 

For-excess of cost of 20,747 pounds of lead, 


$442 58 


888 00 
242 00 
311 20 





' $1,883 78 
Estimate for 1832.—The sum estimated to be neces- 
sary for the year 1852, for the objects detailed in the 
annexed estimate, is $45,465 00. On reference to 
former estimates, the moderation of the present will be 
understood; for, it will be seen, that, in the present es- 
timate for 1832, there are included items to the amount 
of $23,565 00, for objects not embraced in former esti- 
mates, but for which provision was made by loans; con- 
sequently, the sum asked for 1832, for-_purposes embra- 
ced in former estimates, is only $21,900 00. 


were contracted for in 1830, were laid down during the 


That the progressive increase of water revenue, and | year 1831; the extent of pipes estimated in the report 


| of 1831, was 11,500 feet, but11,742 feet have been 
| laid, or 242 feet more than calculated upon. 


In consequence of extending the iron pipes in Locust 


4 





at 





| 





. 


-- 


> 


© en 
pa 
wes 
va 


oh ong 


1832.] 





REPORT OF THE WATERING COMMITTEE. 


91 





sesame tonrpeettnsiasammarinasiiataammamaiease stasiaeeiaieasianisimmeemaeaitian 


street, from Thirteenth to Broad street, and in Juniper passing over the line of the old canal, so as to adapt 
from Spruce to Walnut street, 3,888 feet of iron pipes | them to the level of Callowhill street and the rail-road; 
have been laid in streets ordered to be paved, being ; i. becomes necessary, in consequence, to remove the 


888 feet more than the extent estimated. 


The whole | main from its present position; to this end, application 


extent of the iron pipes laid in 1831, was 15,630 feet, | has been made to the Canal Commissioners of Pennsyl- 
nearly three miles, making the whole extent laid in the | vania, for permission to lay down the main for an ex- 


City nearly 44 miles. nae ; 

}Vooden Pipes.—There were laid in 1831, in repairs 
to wooden pipes, 1,131 feet, being 281 feet more than 
in 1830; from which it must be obvious, that although 
the extent of wooden pipes is annually diminished, by 
the introduction of iron pipes in their stead, the public 
streets cannot be kept in order until all the wooden 
pipes shall have been removed.  — 


The Dam.—As some inquiry has been instituted in | 


Councils in relation to the Fair Mount Dan, it gives the 
Committee pleasure to be able to state, that its condi- 
tion is sound and safe; the planking and all the other 
repairs, deemed necessary to render the dam perfectly 
secure, have been completed, with the single exception 
of depositing an additional quantity of rubble stone 
backing, and that will be done as soon as the state of 
the weather shall permit; the cost for this object is em- 
braced in the estimate. 

Reservoir No. 4 —For this part of the works, 8650 


a of clay have been delivered: 5995 yards of earth | 


ave also been added to the embankments, and such 
substantial, as far as it has been formed. In their last 
of this reservoir should be completed in 1852; finding, 


cient for the supply of water to the city and districts, 
they deem that undertaking unnecessary at present. 


of this reservoir, since they were formed, are of opinion, 
that safety embankments will be necessary at some 
points, where the present embankments are too high. 


annexed estimate. 
Wheel und Pump.—These new appendages have not 


t 
\ 


' 


} 





tent of about 2200 feet, under and along the southern 
side of the state rail-road. Your Committee are happy 
to be able to state, that the Canal Commissioners have 
given a favourable answer, but as no precise time can 
now be fixed for removing the main, the cost is not em- 
braced in the present estimate. 

The old Steam-Engine.—Councils have heretofore 
authorized the Committee to offer these engines for 
sale, and they have been accordingly advertised—no 
offer, however, has been made; in the meantime, 
these articles are daily depreciating, nay, they are not 
now of much more value, beyond that of old iron. In 
no event could a part of them be at all used, and, were 
the remainder repaired, it must be at much cost, with- 
out any ability to answer public purposes; your Commit- 
tee, therefore, are in favour ofan early and absolute sale. 

The Districts.—Contracts have been entered into 
with the newly incorporated part of Spring Garden, 


_and with the Yownship of Moyamensing, for supplying 


} 


| is, to deliver the water at the city boundary. 


| case of the Kensington district, however, a difficulty ex- 
Your Committee, having examined the embankments | 


those districts with water; with the former the contract 


| has been formed, and the necessary instrument for the 
other work has been done as to render this reservuir | latter is in preparation. 
| has also applied to enter into a contract for a supply 
report, the Committee recommended, that one section | 


The district of Kensington 


of water from the city fount, and your Committee have 


, at all times-been desirous to conclude an engagement, 
however, that the reservoirs now in use are amply sufti- 


on the terms assented to by all the other districts, that 
In the 


ists, such as did not arise in any former instance; the 


| soil of all the other districts is bounded by the city soil, 
| and therefore, as soon as the city delivered water at the 


| boundary line, the adjoining district at once attached 
As these additional supports will add greatly to the so- | 


lidity of the general structure, they are included in the | 


been completed at as early a day as was expected; this | 
is owing to the difficulty of procuring suitable materi- | 


als, and to the delay caused by making defective cast- 
ings, which were condemned. 


be needful for public purposes. There has been ex- 


| benefit. 
The new wheel and | 


pump will, in all probability, be in operation early in | lines almost imaginary, and who prosper or pine as they 


the ensuing spring, long before their additional aid will | severally thrive or suffer, have, after all, a common in- 


its pipes; between the city and Kensington, however, 
the district of the Northern Liberties intervenes, and the 
city has no right to carry through the soil of that dis- 
trict, pipes for supplying Kensington, so that the assent 
of the district of the Northern Liberties is necessary to 
enable her neighbour to partake of the contemplated 
It is to be regretted that no agreement be- 
tween the districts has been made; citizens, separated by 


terest, and should seek to promote the comfort and con- 


pended for this object, the sum of $4699 62, and the | venience of each other; the city cannot control either; 


sum of $7800 38 is on hand for its completion. 

Garden Plot at Fair Mount.—The wall for securing 
the bank of the Schuylkill, south of the engine build- 
ing, has been finished, coped with stone, and fenced in 
a substantial manner. A great increase in the height 
and thickness of this wall became necessary, in conse- 
quence of the difficulty of finding rock bottom for a 
part of the foundation; the expense attendant, as well 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
} 
| 
\ 


as the cost of filling up the low ground, east of the wall, 


and of forming a garden plot there, exhausted the sum 
estimated for those objects. For the completion of this 
part of the premises, under care of the Committee, in- 
cluding sodding, planting trees, forming gravel walks, 
and erecting a fountain, the sum embraced in the esti- 
mate will be requisite; and your Committee cannot 
doubt that it will be readily appropriated; heretofore, the 
ground between the bridge and the works has presented 
a sad contrast with the adjacent scenery; in future the 
entire property of the city will present uniformity in 
taste as well as utility. 

Main on the old Canal Bank.—The 20 inch iron main, 


| 





| 


i 
| 


all that it can do is to act towards all with perfect im- 
partiality. 

Dumages.-—Of the appropriation for payment of da- 
mages, the sum of $79 87 remains, no part having been 
called for since last report. 

The increase of Water Rents in 1831, was_ 


In the city, $2,767 25 
Northern Liberties, 2,114 75 
Southwark, 699 50 
Spring Garden, 1,208 50 





— $6,790 00 

The Committee believe, that they have thus given 
all the information needful to a correct conception of 
the subject. In closing their report, they beg leave to 
call the attention of Councils, and of their fellow-citi- 
zens generally, to the interesting and lucid statistical 
history ofthe Water Works, for the last thirty-two years, 
that is, from the period of their first introduction, which 
is appended to this report. This useful and curious 
document has been prepared, with equal care and la- 
bour, by the respectable gentleman, whom it has been 


laid in 1820, was carried along the old canal bank, | th- good fortune of the city so long to have, as their 
from John street to Schuylkill Second street, under an | skilful and assiduous superintendent: it is a document, 


impression, that at a future day it would be opened as 
a public street, and that the main would nat be disturb- 


net only valuable to ourselves at present, but calcu'ated 
to-be so, to those who shall succeed us, and even to in- 


ed; recently, however, the Columbia rail-road has been | quirers after useful information, wherever may be their 


located north of the line of the old canal; and, besides, | home. 


it is contemplated to grade the north and south streets, 


Respectfully submitted, Jan. 12, 1832. 
W. J. DUANE, Chairman. 


. 
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A Grnenat Virw of the leading particulars of the WatER 
Wonks, from their commencement, March, 1799, to 


December 31, 1831, 


Cost of first Steam Engine 
W orks,commenced Mar. 
1799, and for the sup- 

ort of the same up to 
1803 included, 
NO. 1. 

1804. For the support 
of engines, distribution, 
&c. connected with the 
Works, 

1805. do, 

1806. do. and forthe pur- 
chase of the lease of N. 
J. Roosevelt, amounting 
to $15,886, 


1807. do. 
1808. do. 
1809. do. 
1810. do. 
1811. do. 
1812: do. 
1813. do. 
1814. do. 
NO. 2. 


1815. Steam works at Fair 
Mount begun Aug. 1812, 
and started Sept.7, 1815, 

1816. For the support of 
the Works, and pay- 
ments of balances due 
for Works, 

1817. do. do. 

1818. do. do. for support 
of Works, 


NO. 3. 

1819. For the support of 
steam engines at Fair 
Mount, and on account 
of water-power works 


begun April 19, 1819, 


for iron main, iron pipes, 
&e., 

1820. do. do. 

1821. do. do, 

1822. do. started water- 
power works, Ist July, 
1822, 

1823. For working water- 
power works, building 
reservoir, and for pay- 
ment of debts, 

1824. do. and for laying 
iron pipes do., 
1825. do. do. 
1826. do. do. 
1827. do. 
1828. do. do. 
1829. do. do. 
1830. do. do. 
1831. do. 


Cost of the Works from 
March 1799, to 31st De- 
cember, 1831, 


No. 1. . 


Cost without support of en- 
gin es, working do. and 
istribution, 


$295,352 09 


34,213 06 
41,168 17 


57,623 05 
26,164 93 
24,629 62 
29,467 13 
26,906 48 
29,702 26 
27,946 85 
30,359 58 
33,865 69 





183,289 62 


51,219 63 
51,389 26 


34,771 33 








119,063 68 
149,700 75 
115,746 36 


106,517 82 


69,268 54 


82;208 94 
44,307 37 


.73,517 40 


80,749 92 
64,150 64 
81,180 06 
35,660 84 
63,009 57 





295,352 09 
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657,398 91 


320,669 84 


1,085,081 89 


Co 


2,063,150 64 


Oe ee 


No. 2. 


Do., buildings, 


engines, re- 
servoirs, &c. 
with work- 
ing engines, $200,700 51 


| Add two first 


purchases of 


ground, 33,334 60 








No. 3. 


Cost of the 


Works, in- 
cluding pur- 
chase of wa- 
ter-powerat 
the falls, 
Add purchase 
of additional 
ground, 
And for extra 
water-power 
purchased of 
Navigation 
Company, 


$432,496 89 


83,500 00 


26,000 00 





Cost of ground purchased at Fair Mount, sum paid for 
damages for ground overflowed by the dam, for ex- 


tra water-power, &c. 


1812. For the first ground 
purchased at Fair Mount, 

1815. For 2d purchase do. 

1823. For the inlet to the 
fore-bay, ground on the 
margin of the river, 

1824. For extra ground for 
reservoir No. 4, 

1828. For the residue of 
ground betweenCoates’s 
street and the Upper 
Ferry road, and between 
Fair Mount street and 
the Schuylkill, 


For the purchase of the 
water-power, from White 
and Gillingham, 

For the purchase of the ex- 
tra water-power, from 
the Schuylkill Navigation 
Company, 

Amount of damages paid 
for overflowing ground, 
&e. by the dam, 

For the dam, locks, canal, 
fore-bay, and raising the 
dam 18 inches, 

For mill buildings, three 
water wheels,  breast- 
works, &c:, 

For pumps, Nos. 1, 2, and 
3, and other fixtures, 

For wheel, pump, 2nd as- 
cending main, No. 4, 

On account, December 31, 

1831, for wheel and 
pump, No. 5, 


For reservoir No. 1, con- 
taining 3,917,659 gallons, 

For do. No. 2, containing 
3,296,434 grllons 

For do. No. containing 
2,707,295 gallons, 


234,034 51 


— 541,996 89 


16,667 00 
16,667 00 


4,000 00 
12,000 00 


67,500 00 


160,904 77 


78,370 43 
12,373 43 
12,589 42 


4,699 62 





29,135 58 
10,202 87 
24,621 70 


116,834 00 


150,000 00 


26,000 00 


25,958 41 


268,937 67 
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For account of No. 4, 1831. do. 34,693 80 
which will contain 335,046 82 
10,00 ',000 gallons when quetnabomapee 
finished, 20,069 O01 83,929 16 Together, cost, 466,664 30 
Sg ne > _ 
For po — = aa ~ Account of Water Rents received in the city from the 
* > —--—- 131.617 48 year 1802 included, up to December 31, 1831. 
. . . : 1802. Water rents received $537 00 
For iron pipes, and materi- ’ 
als, laid e the city from 1803. do. 961 00 
1820, to 31st December, - | 1804. do. 1,800 00 
1831, 335,046 82 | 1805. do. 3,260 00 
_—— | 1806. do. 5,050 00 
Cost of the above items, 1,138,323 54 | 1807. do. 4,987 17 
And for other purposes, 1808. do. 6,207 O01 
working engines, distri- 1809. do. 9,105 00 
bution, salaries, inciden- 1810. do. 10,931 50 
tals, &c., 924,827 10 | 1811. do. 12,163 00 
ea. | SOR. do. 15,629 00 
Being the actual cost and 1813, do. 16,638 00 
expenses, including all 1814. do. 17,883 00 
the works, from March 1815. do. 18,499 50 
1799, to 31st December, 1816. do. 19,974 50 
f 1831, 2,063,150 64 | 1817. do. 19,922 00 
a 1818. do, 21,120 50 
F 1819. do, 21,998 50 
Abstract of the number of feet of Iron Mains and Iron | 1820. do. 23,016 50 
Pipes laid in the city, from the commencement, Oct, | 1821. do. 24,584 50 
1819, to December 31, 1831. 1822. do. 25,485 50 
Feet. 1823, do. 26,191 05 
Laid in 1819 and 1820, main No. 1, of 1824. do. 27,292 55 
22 inch pipes, 2,661 1825. do. 29,160 50 
Do. of 20 inch pipes, 6,909 1826, do. 30,326 75 
Together, eis: SHO 1827. do, 32,521 50 
1821. Laid sundry pipes in the city, 8,475 | 1828. do. 35,791 50 
1822. do. 16,035 1829. do. 37,881 50 
1823. do. 14,993 1830. do. 40,915 00 
1824. do. 20,500 / 1831. do. 43,682 25 
1825. do. 11,394 Together, ——-—— 583,515 78 
1826, do. 27,496 e 
ao _ oo Statement of account of Water Rents of the City and 
, 0. 3285 Districts. 
1829. Laid iron main No. 2, of 20 City rents from 1802, to De- 
inch pipes, — 9,216 ber 31st, 1831, both includ- 
Do. of 16 inch pipes, 936 10.159 a ed, ce i ; $583,515 78 
1829. Laid additional pipes in the city, 6,716 Pace: pe an acumen 
1650. ao. 26,675 1831, both inclusive, $17,602 04 
1831. do. 15,630 | Southwark, do. do. — 20,902 00 
Together 931,965 Northern Liberties, do. do. 45,309 75 
b > _— 
The mains Nos.1 and 2 required 19,722 feet, average — ™ 
OO: SF pre tat. 7 $665,329 57 
Pipes laid in the city, 212,243 feet, average $1 58 ate F 
per foot. y . 
Together, 231,965 feet, being nearly 44 miles. WATER RENTS OF (THE DESTHC TE, 
ie District or Serine GARDEN. 
The main No. 1, laid in 1819 a 1826 and ont 8. 916 50 
and 1820, cost per foot, 1829. ae o 
Do. No. 2, laid in 1829, do, 1831, 6,180 75 
$5 78, 58,670 25 : elites 
; a ~—— 131,617 48 17,602 04 
1820. ie a laid in the sitesi Contract signed for a supply of water, to old district, 
1821 y a 11°843 fe 26th April, 1826. oe 
1829. 29 33. 287 08 Ditto, 10th October, 1831, for ditto, for new district. - 
. . > 
1823. do. 25,672 60 District or Sournwark, 
oe > peeps e 1826 and pool & 724 75 
. 0. ’ 8 2,555 75 
1826. do, 49,016 70 1899 5,019 00 
1827, do. 44,197 24 1830, 5,951 50 
1828. do, 39,416 75 1331, 6,651 00 
1829, do. 3,741 09 scomen 
1830. Do. part of which to , 20,902 00 
be paid for in 1831, 12,022 82 Contract signed for a supply of water, 1st June, 1826. 
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District of NortTsaern Lipenries. 





1826 and 1827, $ 1,540 75 
1828, 5,751 50 

1829, 10,352 75 

1830, 11,775 00 

1831, 13,889 75 

43,309 75 


Contract signed for a supply of water, 6th June, 1826. 


ACCOUNT OF IRON PIPES I,AID IN THE 








DISTRICTS. 
District oF Srrine GARDEN. 
Feet. Fire 
Plugs. 
1826, 5,554 
1827, 8,448 
1828, 1,296 24 
1829, 6,981 11 
1850, 5,151 10 
1831, 3,726 8 
31,156 - 53 
District or SouTHWARK, 
1826, 3,394 
1827, 12,039 
1828, 10,799 58 
1829, 6,052 il 
1830, 2,726 5 
1831, 2,978 7 
37,988 81 
District oF NorTHern LIBERTIES. 
1826, 3,882 
1827, 22,202 
1828, 12,2:9 -—75 
1829, 9,793 19 
1830, 6,023. 25 
1831, 1,551 





55,690 123 


The Commissioners and inhabitants of the township 
of Moyamensing, closed contract for a supply of Schuyl- 
kill Water, 6th January, 1832. 

From the Water Rent charges to the Districts, a de- 
duction of 6 per cent. is allowed for collection /and 
losses. 


Memorandum of the various parts of the Works, &c. 


1799. March, Mr. Latrobe commenced the first Water 
Works, by steam power. 
1812. August 1, commenced the steam-power works at 
Fair Mount. 
1815. Sept. 7, supplied the City from the steam works 
at Fair Mount. 
1819. April 8, Councils agreed to build the water-pow- 
er works at Fair Mount. 
April 19, commenced building the dam at Fair 
Mount works, 
1821. April 28, laid the corner stone of mill buildings 
at Fair Mount. 
June 25, put in the last crib of the dam at Fair 
Mount. 
July 23, the water flowed over the dam at Fair 
Mount. 
1822. Feb. 21, the great ice freshet, which raised 8 
feet 11 inches above the combing of the dam at 
Fair Mount. 
July 1, began to supply the City with water 
from water wheeland pump No. 1 
Sept. 14, do. do. No. 2. 
Oct. 25, stopped the steam works at Fair Mount. 


| 1822. Dec. 24, started wheel and pump No. 3. 

| 1827. Noy. 10, started wheel and pump No. 4. 

| 1832, started wheel and pump No. 5. 

| The dam at Fair Mount is 6 feet 6 inches above high 
, tide in the SchuyIkill. 

| The mill buildings are 238 feet fronts by 56 feet 
| deep. 

| The water is raised from the dam into the Reservoirs, 
' 96 feet perpendicular height, 

Pump No. 1, raises per 24 

| hours, into the Reservoir, 

| when not impededby the ; 

| tides, 1,313,280 gallons of water. 


| Pumps Nos. 2 and 3,do. do. 
| each, 1,546,400, together, 2,692,800 do, 
Pump No.4, 1,615,680 do. 


—_—— 





5,621,760 gallons. 
From which deduct one- 
fourth for impediments 
by the tides and freshets, 1,405,440 
Leaves the four pumps com- 
petent to supply, per 24 
hours, 4,216,320 gallons. 





The average quantity of water required to supply the 
City and Districts, per 24 hours, duiing the year 1831, 
was about 2,000,000 gallons. In the summer months, 
when the streets were washed by means of the fire plugs, 
upwards of 3,090,000 gallons of water were consumed 
daily. FREDERICK GRAFF, 

Superintendent of the Water Works, 


STATEMENT, 


Showing the increase of Water Rents in the City and 
Districts, for the year 1832. 





Amount of increase, viz:— 





| Spring Garden, $1,208 50 
Southwark, 699 50 
Northern Liberties, 2,114 75 
ee — 4,022 75 
| City, 2,767 25 





| Amount of increase, 6,790 00 
' An account, showing the amount of Water Rents due 
_ the City, by the Incorporated District of Spring Gar- 
den, for the year 1832, with an account of the num- 
| ber of Dwellings, &c., supplied with the Schuylkill 
| Water, to the 3lst of December, 1831. 


4 Horses, at $ 1 50 6 00 


1 Horse, &c., S 00 3 00 

} 21 Tenements, 3 75 78 75 
| 58 Baths, 4 50 261 00 
1 Porter cellar, 5 25 5 25 

21 Dwellings, 6 00 126 U0 

| 676 Dwellings, &c., 7 50 5,070 00 
1 Slaughter-house, &c., 10 50 10 50 

4 Dwellings, &c., 11 25 45 00 

5 Dwellings, &c., 12 00 60 v0 

4 Factories, Soap, &c., 15 00 60 00 

2 Taverns, &c., 22 50 45 00 

1 Dwelling, &c., 24 00 24 00 

2 Factories, &c., 30 00 60 00 

1 Court, &c., 48 50 48 50 

2 Courts, 37 50 75 00 

1 Steam mill, 40 00 40 00 

1 Tannery, 57 00 57 00 

1 Dwelling, &c., 75 00 75 00 

1 Steam mill, 30 75 30 75 


6,180 75 

















* 
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| An account, showing the amount of Water Rents due 6 Stables, &c. 4 00 24 00 

3 the City, by the ceed District of Southwark, | 3055 Dwellings, &c., 500 15,275 00 

a for the vear 1832, with an account of the number of 6 Dwellings, &c., 6 00 36 00 

4 Dwellings, &e., supplied with the Schuylkill water, 115 Dwellings in the county, &e. 7 50 862 50 

a to the 31st of December, 1831. 91 Hatteries, &c., 8 00 728 00 
‘ > ° 

a 5 Dwellings, &c., 9 00 45 00 

, 1 Horse, at $ 1 50 150; 55 Dyers, &c., 10 00 550 00 

[ 3 Bake houses, &c., 3 00 900) 2 Dwellings, &c., 11 25 22 50 

® 40 Tavern and licensed houses, 3 75 150 00 2 Soap boilers, &c., 12 00 24 00 

16 Baths, 4 50 72 00' = $ Dwellings, &c., 12 50 37 50 

1 Commissioners’ Hall, 5 00 5 00| 45 Distilleries, &c, 15 00 225 00 

12 Dwellings with cisterns, 6 00 72 00 3 Hatteries, &c., 16 00 48 00 

747 Dwellings, > 7 50 5,602 50 1 Court, 48 00 18 00 

1 Dwelling, &c., 9 00 900{ 9 Taverns, 20 00 180 00 

1 School-house, &c., 10 00 10 00; 1 Court, 92 50 22 50 

13 Dwellings, &c., 11 25 146 25; 6 Sugar houses, &c., 25 00 150 00 

3 Hatteries, &c., 12 00 36 00 1 Steam engine, 97 50 97 50 

1 Dwelling, tavern, &c, 12 75 12 75 4 Stables, &c., 30 00 120 00 

s.. 8 Hatteries, &c., 15 00 120 00 2 Mansion houses, &c., 34 00 68 00 

5 1 Soap factory, 18 00 18 00 1 Morocco factory, 35 00 35 00 

! 1 Steam engine, 20 00 20 00 1 Steam engine, 36 00 36 00 

3 Sugar refineries, &c., 22 50 67 50 3 Baths, &e., 40 00 120 00 

es 1 Livery stable, 25 00 25 00 1 Marble yard, &c., 11 00 11 00 

[ 1 Distillery, 27 00 27 00 3 Hospitals, &c., 50 00 150 00 

P 1 Court, &c., 30 00 30 00 2 Manufactories, &c., 75 00 150 00 

; 1 Court, 37 50 37 50 1 Deaf and Dumb Institution, 60 0U 60 00 

1 Brewery, 4500 4500; 1 Alms house, 100 00 100 00 

1 Brewery, 60 00 60 00 1 Bath house, 400 00 © 400 00 

* 1 Navy yard, 75 00 75 00 1 Court, &e., 33 00 33 00 

——/ 1 Bath, 4 50 4 50 

6,651 00 1 Dwelling, &c., 13 00 13 00 

An Account, showing the amount of Water Rents due $21,393 25 


the city, by the Incorporated District of the Northern 
a Liberties, for the year 1832, also the number of 
, dwellings, &c., supplied therein, with the Schuylkill 








( Dwellings, Manufactories, and Institutions, supplied 


with the Schuylkill water, in the Northern District of 
- . to the 3lst of ee = ee the city, to the 31st of December, 1831, 
orses, » at $1 5 
14 Wash pavements, &c., -3 00 oe 7 Wak: avements, &c " * 00 54 00 
68 Tenements, &c., 3 75 255 00 63 wena eet 3 2 50 157 50 
s Bath, 4 50 ee ea 300 1,350 00 
tands for horses, &c., 5 00 10 00 2 Tav . 3°75 ; 7 50 
72 Dwellings, &c., 6 00 432 00 ; a re 1800 es 
1360 Dwellings, &c , 7.50: 10,200.00| 0 ee 4 50 108 00 
1 Stab 0 , 
A > ae one 43 5 | 2904 Dwellings, 5 00 14,520 00 
5 Factories. he, 10 00 50 00 3 Dwellings, &c., ae se 
28 Dwellings, &c., 11 25 $15 00| __2 Dwellings, &c., p> 4 2 
re ene 9 181 Dwellings, & 750 1,357 50 
20 Curriers, haters, & 12 00 240 00 Se , 
rriers, eTS, &C., 82 Printi flices, &c. &c 8 00 656 00 
31 Curriers,morocco fact’ries,&c.15 00 465 00 9 Dwellings 7 wore 9 00 81 00 
1 Court 18 00 18 00 ee 
6 Taverns with stables, 18 75 112 50 = ast a = a — “4 
, asap a ae pe to oo) 5 Dwellings, &e. 12 50 62 50 
2 Taverns with stables, 21 00 42 00 “ ee os = — vs 
15 Taverns with stables, 22 50 el See 17 00 17 0 
5 Morocco factories, &c., . 25 00 125 00 1 es “7 17 50 17 0 
9 Sogp factories, 30 00 Me. gee 18 00 36 00 
¢ > ‘? 
é org with taverns, 33 75 202 50 20 Courts, Ke-, aoe Cans 
1 fi e 11 Sugar houses, &c, &c., 25 00 275 00 
Morocco factory, 37 50 S7 50 1 Went: tes 29 50 ~ 99 50 
> ” 
: oe S = = = 8 Stables, &c., 30 00 240 00 
rewery, 5 00! 1 Court, 33 00 33 00 
: eee &e., = os aa7s 5 Baths, &c. &c., 40 00 200 00 
Stable, o 13 50 2 Courts, &c., making, 73 50 73 50 
1 Brewery, &c. &c., 44 00 44 00 
if $13,889 75/ 9 Courts, Ke. &e., - 45 00 90 co 
; ar 3 Stables, &e., 50 00 150 00 
Dwellin Manufactories, and Institutions, supplied 2 Breweries, 75 00 150 00 
with the Schuylkill water, in the Southern District of 1 Manufactory, 112 50 112 50 
the city, to the 31st of December, 1831. 1 Bath, 80 00 80 00 . 
St Maneen, he. at $1 00 1400] 1 Distillery, 100 00 100 00 
38 Wash pavements, &c., 2 00 76 00 1 Sugar house, 335 00 S35 00 
39 Tenements, &c., 2 50 97 50 3 Morocco factories, 35 00 105 00 
542 Baths, 300 1,626 00 ———— 
1 Tavern, 3°75 375 $22,289 00 
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Pittssvure, Jan. 25. | 

Rrvzr—10 feet above low-water mark, and free from | 
ice—several arrivals and departures of steamers since | 
our last. — 


MONONGAHELA BRIDGE DESTROYED. 


On Saturday last, about 9 o’clock, A. M. the first | 
pier of the Monongahela Bridge gave way, and precipi- | 
tated the superstructure, comprising a space of two | 
arches, into the river. Fortunately, though hundreds | 
cross this bridge every Saturday morning, going to and | 
returning from Market, no lives were lost. There | 
were on that part of the bridge which fell down, a man 
and a boy attending a returning coal wagon, belonging 
to Mr. Jacob Beltzhoover, and another boy. They, of | 
course, descended with the falling mass, but were ex- | 
tricated from the ruins without sustaining the least in- | 





jury! Four out of the five horses attached to the wa- 


n were saved.° 

The bridge was erected in 1818, at a cost of $140,000; 
of course this accident will be a serious matter to the 
stockholders. It has not yet been determined, we learn, 
whether to repair the bridge or build a new one.— Alle- 


gheny Democrat. 


{ 


| 


BREAKING UP OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. | 

Destruction oF Prorrrty.—On the morning of | 
Friday last, the ice broke up in the Susquehanna, at | 
and above this place, whilst, unfortunately, from the 
Nanticoke Dam up to within a few miles of here, it re- 
mained solid and immoveable. The consequence was, 
the progress of the ice from above was arrested by the | 
ice below; and the channel of the river becoming in a 
measure obstructed, the waterrose with rapidity—over- | 
flowed the banks—and inundated the greater portion of | 
the Kingston, Plymouth, Wilkesbarre and Hanover | 
Flats; <loing them serious injury, besides sweeping off | 
bridges, fences, a large quantity of lumber, &c. 

Sometime in the evening, the ice in the Nanticoke | 
Pool gave way and passed over the dam—when that | 
beautiful structure, the “ Wilkesbarre Bridge,” receiv- 
ed extensive injury, from the immense body of ice | 
which had lodged above it during the day, and which 
now rushed down with irresistible power. About one- 
third of the first pier (which stands in the main current 
of the river) was carried away, and the upper side of | 
the bridge at that place has settleda little. Prompt 
measures have been taken, however, to support it where 
it is—and unless we should have another ice freshet the | 
present season, as formidable as the one we are noticing, | 
we apprehend it will sustain no further damage. The | 
ice-breaker attached to the middle pier was also carried | 
away, and the pier itself somewhat injured. 

At the time the water was highest, it ran into one or 
two shops on Bank Street, in this borough,—and was a | 
number of feet deep on the lower floor of several dwell- | 
ings on the opposite side of the river;—their occupants, | 
however, had taken the precaution to cross over to the 
borough, with their families and live stock, ere the 
flood had attained so great a height. 

We have heard of several ‘hair-breadth escapes,” | 
but are happy to say that no lives were lost. Three 
men who were crossing the Kingston Flats, were com- 
pletely surrounded by the flood before they were aware 
of their danger, and were compelled to climb the near- 
est trees for safety,—where they remained till eight | 
o’clock at night, it being impossible for assistance to 
reach them sooner. 

Among the bridges that were destroyed or seriously 
damaged, are the two on the main road leading from | 
this place to Kingston. 

Some portions of the low lands are covered with ice, | 
and the roads in some places are almost impassable. 


From the Wyoming Herald. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


———— 


[Fseunvant 





FRESHET. 

There was a partial breaking up of the ice on French 
creek, by the freshet of last week, and we regret to 
learn that several valuable bridges and dams, have 
been entirely swept off, and others materially damaged. 
One half of the toll bridge at Franklin, and the dams at 
the iron works of Messrs. M’Calmont and Hays, have 
been carried off. The bridge at Magoffin’s Falls, near 
Dickson’s mill has shared the same fate—the one at Be- 
mus’s mill has been injured, and is expected to go with 
the next rise of the water. The various damages sus- 
tained, may be estimated at little short of $20,000. 

These serious losses should, and doubtless will, awa- 
ken individual and public attention to increased precau- 
tion, in the selection of sites, and to the adoption of eve- 
ry practicable means of securing the bridges which 
may hereafter be erected, against disasters from the 
same cause. French creek is somewhat remarkable 
for its alternate stretches of pools and rapids. Past ob- 
servation has lead us to the conclusion, that the safest 
oo for the erection of a bridge on this stream, is 

rst, in a pool—and secondly, as near as practicable, at 
the head, but never, if it can be avoided, at the foot of 
arapid. Every ordinary observer must have noticed 
that the ice invariably gives way first on the rapids, and 
is precipitated on that of the pool next below, where, 
if the power of the ice is sufficient, it is held, and if not 
forced forward by the increased power of the current, 
it is gradually weakened and dissipated by the influence 
of the sun and the atmosphere, and then usually passes 
off with greatly diminished power of doing injury. 
Hence it follows that the foot of a rapid especially 
where it is long, should never be selected, in our north- 
ern region, as a safe po-ition. The bridge at the “Dead 
Water,” and those which have been erected at ‘* Ma- 
goffin’s Falls,” are strongly illustrative of the correct- 
ness of this position. The former stood more than 17 
years, with no other supports than wooden posts, alto- 
gether free from injury by ice—whereas two well con- 
structed bridges, erected at the latter point, with sub- 
stantial stone abutments and a pier, have been destroyed 
by the ice within a very short time: It may be safely 
assumed that nothing but the fortunate interposition 
and resistance presented by the ice on Bemus’s dam, in 
arresting the masses from above, prevented the de- 
struction last week, of all the bridges over French creek 
in the vicinity of this place. Deeming it a matter ofim- 
portance, we have thrown out these brief and hasty re- 
flections, with the view of attracting the attention of 
those, who from their more enlarged observation and 
experience, are more competent to advise on the sub- 
ject.—Crawford Messenger—January 28. 





Beaver, (Penn.) February 3, 1832. 

Tat Monawk.—Aobut two weeks since, the new 
steamboat, Mohawk, was launched from the ship yard 
of Messrs. Phillips and Graham, opposite this place. 
She willcarry near seven hundred tons, and is the largest 
boat om the western waters. She is intended for the 
Mississippi trade. Last week she was towed to Pitts- 
burg by two steamboats to receive her engine. It is 


| stated that the cost of this boat will be rising $30,000. 





On Sunday last, snow fell to the depth of 6 or 8 
inches, and for the last three days our town has been 
enlivened by visits from the citizens of Marietta, Lan- 
caster, and other neighboring towns; while our own 
inhabitants, ever watching for enjoyment, have not left 
unimproved the pleasing and enticing path to mirth. — 
Columbia Spy.—Feb. 2. 
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We learn that the Nanticoke Dam received but little | py subscribers residing in or near the city, or where there is an 


injury. 


‘ 


agent. Other subseribers pay in advance. 











